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INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Proxima b:  The  

exoplanet ñnext doorò! 

Comet outburst! 

Roger Penrose to speak 
at Chapman 

Juno comes through! 

Itôs Still Dawn! 

...and more 

 

OUR MEETING SITE 

Wildwood School               
11811 Olympic Blvd.              
Los Angeles, CA 90064 

Free parking:  
Garage, SE corner of 
Mississippi &   
Westgate. 
 

 

Santa Monica 

 

Amateur Astronomy 

Club 

Speaker: Doug Saxon 

 

Topic: Human Space Flight: What's Next? 

 

There has been a lot of talk and speculation about 
what the next goal for human space flight should be. 

Some, like Elon Musk say Mars should be the goal. 

Others have talked about going to an asteroid. Some 

few hold out for returning to the Moon. Let's look at 

the options. What are the hurdles to each of these ef-

forts versus the rewards? Be ready to examine the 

evidence and discuss your favorite proposal. 

 

About our speaker: Doug Saxon has a PhD. in Histo-

ry from UCLA. A retired LAUSD teacher, Dr. Saxon is  

currently teaching at West Los Angeles College.  He 

is a former Fulbright-Hays fellow and Social Science 

Research Council Fellowðand a member of the 

SMAAC. 

Moon base, space stationð

as imagined by Clarke and 

Kubrick in 2001: A Space 

Odyssey 



Meeting: Friday, September 9, 7:30 pm 

 

Speaker: Doug Saxon 

Title: Human Space Flight: What's Next? 

 

Where do our intrepid astronauts go next, after years of circling in low Earth orbit?  Back to 

the moon?  On to Mars?  Perhaps to an asteroid?  What is the future of people in space?  Should 

remote exploration be left to expendable robots, or do we need living, breathing explorers to 

lead the way out, into the Solar System?  

These are big questions, as we and NASA ponder our human future in space.  Join us for a look 

at these exciting options, and challenging issues. 

 

Doug Saxon will guide us through the optionsé 

...What do you think? 

Above:  Humans on Mars?  Could Elon 

Musk really do it?  Has Matt Damon al-

ready got it figured out?  Or is Mars just 

too harsh, too expensive and too remote 

for anyone to have the Right Stuff? 

Left: Curiosity rover at Murray Buttes.  

Do we, instead, leave Mars to the hard-

landing, radiation-toughened, electroni-

cally-warmed robots, and return to the 

moon?  

Dr. Saxon will share his views and his 

historianôs perspective.  Doug is, of 

course, also one of our esteemed club 

membersðso please join us for this spe-

cial event! 



From ñConquest of Spaceò, George Pal, 1955.  Even back then, with rockets 

powered by futuristic nuclear reactors, Mars wasnôt easy.  No one knew if the 

sky was red or blue...or if snow would ever fall on the water-starved base. 



To order free tickets: 

ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦŎƘŀǇƳŀƴΦŜŘǳκŀōƻǳǘκŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴκ
ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀǝƻƴκŜǾŜƴǘǎ-ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǎΦŀǎǇȄ 

Roger Penrose to speak at Chapman University, 

September 28: 

Sir Roger Penrose, Emeritus Rouse Ball Professor of Mathematics at 
Oxford, and winner, with Stephen Hawking,  of the 1988 Wolf Prize for 
physics, will be speaking from 4 to 5 pm at Chapman University, Sep-
tember 28.  Penrose developed many of the mathematical methods later 
used by Hawking in his work on black holes.  Penrose is widely consid-
ered one of the outstanding mathematicians of his generation. 

His recent work has focused on the nature of consciousness, and on how 
our concepts of time and reality might emerge from deeper mathemati-
cal structures.  This talk may be...somewhere out thereé. 

Tickets are required, but are free.  As of 9/5/16, they were still available.    
Use the website listed at the bottom of this page.  If youôre interested, 
sign up nowðword will get around quickly. 

Penrose is the author of many fa-

mously thought-provoking books, 

such as ñThe Emperorôs New Mind,ò 

and ñThe Road to Reality.ò 

His noted mathematical inventive-

ness has ranged from devising space-

time threading techniques leading  to 

his proof that General Relativity im-

plies a Big Bang singularity, to  

ñPenrose Tilingò, below left. 

Penrose has speculated that microtu-

bules in the brain, above left, could 

be just the right size and shape to 

utilize quantum entanglement ef-

fects, and give rise to our sense of 

consciousness.  Right or wrong, it has 

stimulated a great deal of discussion! 

https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=hDqoX0_c-K3y_4Mbmn9grqypf5YKDWxFMSM7IrsQOLQpVv8FBtXTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBjAGgAYQBwAG0AYQBuAC4AZQBkAHUALwBhAGIAbwB1AHQALwBhAGQAbQBpAG4AaQBzAHQAcgBhAHQAaQBvAG4ALwBpAG4AYQB1AGcAdQByAGEAdABpAG8AbgAvAGUAdgBlA
https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=hDqoX0_c-K3y_4Mbmn9grqypf5YKDWxFMSM7IrsQOLQpVv8FBtXTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBjAGgAYQBwAG0AYQBuAC4AZQBkAHUALwBhAGIAbwB1AHQALwBhAGQAbQBpAG4AaQBzAHQAcgBhAHQAaQBvAG4ALwBpAG4AYQB1AGcAdQByAGEAdABpAG8AbgAvAGUAdgBlA

