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IMAGE AT LEFT: 
Totality!  Coming to 
North America on Au-
gust 21.  The last one in 
the U.S. was in Febru-
ary of 1979.  The long 
wait soon endsé. 

 

Santa Monica 

 

Amateur Astronomy Club 

Our meeting this Friday will be 

our ñAstronomical Planningò 

meeting.  Weôll cover eclipses, 

trips and events, as we plan out 

our celestial year.  Plus, up-

dates and more! 

A lot of club members are thinking about heading 

toward totality in August.  Los Angeles gets a partial 

eclipse, right at home.  There are other events to 

discussðletôs talk about the great astronomical 

events of the year, and consider tours and other ac-

tivities for our club in 2017. 



Website Has the Eclipse ñCoveredò:   

A good site for eclipse information is NASAôs Eclipse page, at eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov 

The site has been run for years by Dr. Fred Espenek, who is the keynote speaker at 

this yearôs RTMC (see under ñEventsò). 

The Eyes Have It: 

Hereôs another resource for all of us.  

Itôs called ñNASAôs Eyesò, and it has 

endless visualizations of satellites and 

their dataðeverything from Earth out 

to Keplerôs exoplanets.  Go to 

jpl.nasa.gov  for this easy 

(hopefully) download.  Donôt miss the 

parts about temperatures and CO2! 



Upcoming Events: 

 
CARNEGIE OBSERVATORIES LECTURE SERIES: 
The Carnegie Lecture series,  consisting of four talks at the Huntington Library, is 

sold out for all four talks.  However, if you go to the website, 

obs.carnegiescience.edu, you can find a link to live-stream the talks.  Talks from 

last year are also available on line.  It might be worth checking, anywayðtickets 

might pop up if someone cancels, and if you get very lucky.  The tickets are freeð

and clearly popular.  Combine that with the newly renovated Huntington, with its 

new, smaller auditorium (why?) and you get a full house.  Talks are April 17, May 1 

and May 15 (all Monday evenings). 

 

 

JET PROPULSION LAB OPEN HOUSE: 
The Jet Propulsion Lab open house is Sat-Sun May 20 and 21.  Tickets are free, and 

guess what?  You guessed itðsold out.  This event was announced in the last bulle-

tin, and a number of us were on the computer at exactly 9 am, March 11, when tick-

ets became availableðand still, no luck, despite continuous and repeated attempts 

the very second that the site opened up.   

 According to Marilyn Morgan (Mt. Wilson), ñThough 18,000 tickets were 

available for each day this year, they were all claimed within one hour.ò  (So, why 

did the website erroneously continue to offer tickets for most of the day?)  ñIn 2016, 

26,000 disappeared quickly, but only about 19,000 showed up.  It might be worth-

while to check the website occasionally prior to the event.ò  Thatôs jpl.nasa.gov.   

 [I spoke to a number of people at the lab about this, including their head of 

outreach, who said he would pass on the word.  ñWe donôt want to annoy more 

people than we admit.ò  No one from the lab had any better ideas about how to 

grab those tickets, though.  Please let me know if you got lucky! ðEd.] 

 

 

SPRING ASTRONOMY DAY: 
Saturday, April 22.  There may  be some associated events; see Sky and Telescopeôs 

website. 



UPCOMING EVENTS (CONTINUED): 

 
RIVERSIDE TELESCOPE MAKERS CONFERENCE: 
The venerable star party/astronomy expo/social event continues its run up at Camp 

Oakes, just outside of Big Bear.  As usual, it covers the extended Memorial Day 

weekend, from Thursday, May 25 through Monday, May 29.  The best action 

is on Saturday, May 27ðthe swap meet starts in the morning, for bargain hunters.  

Thereôs usually some solar viewing, and nighttime viewing has been making a come-

back lately.  Itôs also just a nice place to spend a weekend, with Big Bear Lake just a 

short drive away.   

 This year is promising, with the new moon right on the 25th, as RTMC begins!  

Thereôs also heightened interest because of the eclipse, and the keynote speaker is 

Dr. Fred Espenek, ñMr. Eclipseò.  This one is NOT sold outðbut itôs not free, either!  

Usually you can just pay at the gate, though itôs cheaper to get tickets ahead of time.  

Go to the website, at rtmcastronomyexpo.org to double check availability and 

prices.  Itôs still a lot cheaper than Disneyland! 

 

MT. WILSON OBSERVATORY: 
The observatory is once again open to the public, after its usual winter closure.  Go 

to mtwilson.edu for details.  (We plan to have a tour and viewing some time in the 

reasonably near futureðlong overdue.) 

 A ñmusical eventò is planned for Sunday, June 11ðdetails pending.  Also to be 

determined is how we are going to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 100ò tele-

scope, on November 1/2.  (You heard all about this in Tim Thompsonôs recent talk to 

the club.)  There will probably be activities on the weekend, November 4/5.  Stay 

tuned! 

 

GRIFFITH OBSERVATORY: 
New, metered $4.00/hour parking is in effect at Griffithôs overcrowded parking lot.  

(Doesnôt it seem as if everything is getting tougher? And canôt you already picture 

the ticket-ready fleet of parking enforcement vehicles?)  However,  there will be a 

shuttle from the Greek Theatre parking lot.  Parking at the Greek Theatre and the 

Shuttle are both mercifully freeðat least for now.  The Shuttle, however, still has to 

get through the sometimes-congested road to the top.   

 [Ed Krupp assured me personally, at the Spring Equinox event, that there is 

a ósignificantô new show coming out.  The problem isðit could take up to two years 

to complete!  The Crab Nebula pulsar can spin around 1,892,160,000 times in that 

interval.  ðEd.] 



FROM THE NASA CASSINI WEBSITE: 

NASA will discuss new results about ocean worlds in our solar system from the agencyôs Cassini spacecraft and the 

Hubble Space Telescope during a news briefing 11 a.m. PDT (2 p.m. EDT) on Thursday, April 13. The event, to be 

held at NASA Headquarters in Washington, will include remote participation from experts across the country.  

The briefing will be broadcast live on NASA Television and the agency's website.  

These new discoveries will help inform future ocean world exploration -- including NASAôs upcoming Europa Clip-

per mission planned for launch in the 2020s -- and the broader search for life beyond Earth. 

Members of the public can ask questions during the briefing using #AskNASA. 

The event will also be streamed live at: 

YouTube.com/nasajpl/live  

For NASA TV downlink information, schedules and to view the news briefing, visit: 

http://www.nasa.gov/nasatv  

For more information on ocean worlds, visit: 

https://www.nasa.gov/specials/ocean-worlds  

For more information on Cassini, visit: 

https://www.nasa.gov/cassini 

http://saturn.jpl.nasa.gov  

For more information on Hubble, visit: 

https://www.nasa.gov/hubble 

 

é...Hmmmméwonder what this could be? 
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